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Mary's Lullaby 
Guide to Performance 

"Mary's Lullaby" should be self-explanatory by the text: it is a lullaby 
by Mary to the infant Jesus, whilst the Three Wise Men and 
other visitors pay homage and present their gifts. 

The lullaby is to be sung with the tenderness and warmth that a 
mother feels with her newborn child in her arms. 

As such, a legato treatment, particularly by the accompanist, is in 
order. 

Both performers should exercise musical and artistic freedoms of 
expressions. Unlike much music at this time, absolute details of 
performance have been deliberately left out, allowing for the 
above-mentioned freedoms. 

Tempi are relative to the music hall, and the interpretation of the 
musicians. However, tempi markings are indicated and should 
be taken into account. 

Dynamics, again, are relative, but should be taken into account. The 
music MUST BREATHE. 

The time signature is 8/8, with the eighth note constant. Rhythmic 
phrasings should follow the beamed eighth notes. Singer and 
accompanist sometimes experience a sense of "hemiola of our 
time," in that the one may sometimes actually be in 4/4/ time 
while the other is in 8/8. The accents in the accompaniment 
are primarily to draw attention to the beamed eighth notes. 

At all times, play and sing from the heart, guided by the spirit of 
the music, and your experience. 

The work was premiered by Rona Commins, December 07, 1986. 

Vanessa McClintock 
October 30, 2020 

Roseville, California, U.S.A. 



Mary's Lullaby 
 

See little child, 
these friends from afar 

Guided by a star, 
they've come to 

 
Bring thee gifts and 

sing thee praises, 
Bowing to their newborn king, 

to their infant king. 
 
Love flows down my cheek 

as I behold my son. 
Eyes of love  

sing with adoration. 
 
Sleep now, infant one; 

sleep child, Holy One; 
sleep now, rest now. 

 
Thou King of this Earth 

and the Heaven above, 
Your life shall be the  

sacrifice to 
 
Overcome this 

world of death, to 
Lead the way to 

Eternal Life with you, 
 
My son and Saviour, Jesus; 
Thou Son of God. 

 
 

Words and music by 
Vanessa Robert McClintock 
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Poco meno
 60-66
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Poco meno
60-66
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
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 
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son and Sav iour,

   

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 
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poco a poco decresc. al fine

-
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 
Je sus;






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  
3

  
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
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

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

a tempo
(don't roll)

 

thou






41
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  

3

  
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






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 

Son of





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  
   

riten. rit.



God.

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  





-
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