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SKETCHES

for Mezzo-Soprano with String Quartet

Vanessa McClintock

Imagine a 19th century artist with her sketchbook, sauntering in a meadow and the
forest fringe beginning at daybreak, sketching her delightful experience in
harmony with nature, and concluding as the sun sets.

This work enlists the imagination of the listener, as suggested by “word painting” and
references to nature in the lyrics.

The genesis of the music began with a solitary high harmonic “A” by the first violin. Then
came the others in succession before the voice.

That was all. Just a gaggle of “A” notes... but then occurred a slight alteration, then
some additive harmony. The voice announces and greets the morning sun, and the
music begins to take form and direction not unlike the sculptor of clay adding a clump
here and thither, molding and adjusting during the process, searching for the concept
and bringing it into consciousness.

The message of the work came through a veil of vagueness, though the feeling was
clear. As the melody evolved, so did the harmony, and vice versa. It was akin to a binary
star system, each revolving around another, spinning out more of the message, and
then the beginning of the text.

The music was very nearly completed before the text even began to come to me, and
then it was a matter of clearing the haze and seeing the message in word form.

The work is very tonal throughout, but incorporates harmonies built upon fourths and
fifths, rather than the traditional thirds. There is some bi-tonality, and some parts are very
modal.
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Imagine a 19th century artist with her sketchbook, sauntering in a meadow and the forest fringe beginning
at daybreak, sketching her delightful experience in harmony with nature, and concluding as the sun sets.
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