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If I Only Had Time 

 

for mid-ranged voice and accompaniment 

 

Lyrics by Pixie J. Bean 
and Vanessa McClintock 

Original version circa 1974 
Revised 2023 

In its original form from some�me in the mid to early 1970s, this was in four-part 
harmony, though the bass notes were too low for most choral ensembles. 

In 2023, I adapted it for mid-ranged solo and four-part accompaniment for string 
quartet, and greatly revised it. 

It originally was a laboured and troubled work—think molasses on a wintry day—
matching the concern and lament of waning and wasted �me. However, with the 
many revisions of a few notes and rhythms here and there, the harmonies evolved 
and became less dense, a flow developed, and a dark cloud li�ed. 

Were one to "classify" this piece, perhaps "Post-Roman�c/Expressionist" might fit. 

From a brooding sense of despair, to hope: this is what it has become. 

Online versions include all of the op�ons in the score and for audio, those of 
female and male solo vocalists, string quartet, and piano. All combina�ons are 
posted, including all, female voice and strings, female voice and piano, male voice 
and strings, male voice and piano, strings accompaniment only, and piano 
accompaniment only, making seven in all. 

 

:-) 
Vanessa McClintock 
June 2023 
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