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Hawaiian Love
(Aloha)

Music and Lyrics by
Vanessa McClintock

Hawaiian Love was inspired by a story told me in the early 1960s, by a fellow high-school
student. It was about girls vacationing in Hawaii for the first time and falling in love—often also
for the first time—only to have to return home to their urban and urbane existence.

A few years later, in 1969, | heard a similar story. This time it was about a now college student
trekking the same course but falling mutually in love and ultimately marrying her "Hawaiian
love" interest.

In the mid-1960s Hawaiian pop singer Don Ho was extremely popular in the United States. In
1969 he appeared in the largest musical venue in Sacramento, California at the time, the
"Memorial Auditorium." The theater accommodates an audience of approximately 5,000, and
the place was completely sold out. Although Don Ho was broadly popular, those in attendance
that night was very predominantly female.

After the performance Mr. Ho graciously remained on stage to greet people and give
autographs. The line was broad and long. As | moved closer to Mr. Ho | moved further back in
the line as | had wanted to be the last and to present him with my song.

As | came closer, | could tell that he and his security had noticed my retrograde movement and
were concerned. When | approached him, | apologized for my actions; he acknowledged that
they were aware of me and asked what | wanted.

| told him, rather brazenly, that | had composed his next hit song.
This, much to my surprise, piqued his interest, and he asked if | had the song with me.

Back then, | was in my infancy in my musical education and had poorly written down the
melody, chords, and lyrics, but that was no matter: for some careless reason, | did not have the
music with me. He thanked me and | was moved along.

The opportunity was there. | was brave enough to seize the moment but, alas, | was not
prepared. This was one of many incidents when | lost the opportunity and the moment.

This version has the same melody and lyrics. The harmonies have been enriched slightly, and
the piano accompaniment expanded.

Vanessa McClintock

October 2023
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