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It’s Christmas Time was composed in its original form in 1981. 

As with other short choral works from this period, this piece was composed 
for my Church choir. And, as with many such ensembles, there were very 
good, and some very nice, singers. Well, all were nice, but some were less 
experienced and not trained (if at all) as much as some of the others. 
 
For the most part, my intent at that time and place was to compose melodies 
that were hummable, and harmonies that were doable with amateur choirs, 
and then enhance the work with a robust piano accompaniment. 
 
The piece was met with warm enthusiasm, but far less that a warm cup of 
cocoa on a wintry day. In 2022 I enhanced the piano part with more 
complicated and syncopated rhythms, and further developed and expanded 
the harmonies. 
 
My attitude and response to the piece as it was in 1981 matched the choir’s 
and the congregation. This newer version captures the electricity of the kind 
found at Christmas Time. 
 
Performance time: approximately 3'50" 

 

Vanessa McClintock 
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